LESSON PLAN : The European Union

OBJECTIVES: 

· Give information about facts , data  and history concerning the EU
· Reflect on the advantages and  the aims 
THE  EUROPEAN  UNION

· Complete this table

	NUMBER OF STATES
	27

	CAPITAL CITY 
	Brussels

	POLITICAL CITIES
	Brussels - Strasbourg

	
	

	CURRENCY
	Euro

	ANTHEM
	Ode to Joy

	NATIONAL DAY
	Europe’s Day - 9th May

	FLAG
	Blue flag with a circle of

12 yellow stars symbolizing harmony

and unity

	POLITICAL 

INSTITUTIONS
	European  Parliament

European  Commission

The Council of EU

European Central Bank

European Court of Justice

Court of Auditors


· What are the aims of EU?

· What opportunities and advantages does the EU offer to all the citizens of the member countries.
· Match the following steps and events with the correct date

	1951
	
	
	· Treaty of Rome- European Economic Community  (EEC)

	1957
	
	
	· Introduction  of the  euro

	1961
	
	
	· UK, Ireland , Denmark apply to  join 

	1979
	
	
	· Creation of a coal and steel community (France, Germany, Italy, Benelux)

	1981
	
	
	· First European Parliament is set up

	1986
	
	
	· Austria, Sweden, Finland join 
OFFICIAL BIRTH OF THE EU -

	1990
	
	
	· The euro starts to circulate

	1992
	
	
	· Spain and Portugal join EEC

	1995
	
	
	· Fall of Berlin wall- 

· East Germany joins

	1997
	
	
	· Greece joins the EEC

	1999
	
	
	· Romania and Bulgaria join

	2002
	
	
	· Expansion to former communist countries

	2004
	
	
	· Treaty of Amsterdam ( Reform of European Institutions)

	2007
	
	
	· Treaty of Maastricht (Preparation for Monetary Union)


KEYS- CORRECTED VERSION
THE  EUROPEAN  UNION
· Complete this table
	NUMBER OF STATES
	27

	CAPITAL CITY 
	Brussels

	POLITICAL CITIES
	Brussels - Strasbourg

	CURRENCY
	Euro

	ANTHEM
	Ode to Joy

	NATIONAL DAY
	Europe’s Day - 9th May

	FLAG
	Blue flag with a circle of

12 yellow stars symbolizing harmony

and unity

	POLITICAL 

INSTITUTIONS
	European  Parliament        (Brussels + Strasbourg)
European  Commission       (Brussels)
The Council of EU              (Brussels)
European Central Bank

European Court of Justice (Luxembourg)
Court of Auditors   (Luxembourg)


· What are the aims of EU?

General Aims:

1. Establish peace, prosperity and freedom

2. Create a fairer, safer world

Specific Aims
a. Ensure educational and professional qualifications recognized by all members

b. Ensure economic growth 

c. Stimulate employment ,provide more job opportunities and favour mobility

d. Protect the environment and fight climate changes

e. Send military missions as peace-keepers, promote and defend human rights and democracy

Opportunities and Advantages
· live and work in any other country  

· travel across the EU countries without passport or border checks

· do not change money
· study and train through EU programmes like Erasmus and Leonardo

· have a green world

· integration ( no social and racial discrimination) and equal chances to people

· equal laws against crime

· more investments in research

· economic growth, free trade, single market , reduction/elimination of tariffs, duties.etc

· better living standards

Match the following steps and events with the correct date

	1951
	· Creation of a coal and steel community (France, Germany, Italy, Benelux)

	1957
	· Treaty of Rome- European Economic Community ( EEC)

	1961
	· UK, Ireland , Denmark apply to  join 

	1979
	· First European Parliament is set up

	1981
	· Greece joins EEC

	1986
	· Spain and Portugal join EEC

	1989
1990
	· Fall of Berlin wall- 

· East Germany joins 

	1992
	· Treaty of Maastricht (Preparation for Monetary Union)

	1995
	· Austria, Sweden, Finland join  

· OFFICIAL BIRTH OF THE EU 

	1997
	· Treaty of Amsterdam ( Reform of European Institutions)

	1999
	· Introduction  of the  euro 

	2002
	· Euro comes into circulation 

	2004
	· Expansion to former communist countries

	2007
	· Romania and Bulgaria join 


